In the Outer Court

the nature, the control of the thoughts, the building
of the character, the transmutation of the lower
qualities into the higher; the whole of this work
presupposes the earnest nature which has re-
cognized its object and is definitely seeking its goal.

This then, as I say, may be taken as the common
characteristic of all who are in the Outer Court, and
it may be worth while perhaps to note in passing^
that this characteristic shows itself in a very salient
way to those whose eyes are opened. You will all
of you know that the character of a person may be
very largely read in what is called the aura that
surrounds him ; and some of you may remember
that in dealing with the evolution of man, and taking
different points in that evolution, I have sometimes
suggested to you that in the very early days the
Soul is a most indefinite thing; that it might be,
and that it has been, compared to a kind of wreath
of mist with no definiteness of outline, with no clear
limit marked. Now as the Soul progresses, this mist-
wreath assumes a more and more definite form,,
and the aura of the person assumes a correspond-
ingly more and more definite shape; instead of
ending vaguely, shading off into nothingness, it will
take to itself a clear and definite outline, and the
more the individuality is formed, the more definite
this outline will become. If, then, you were looking-
at the people in the Outer Court, this would be a